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AREE METHODIST CHURCH
Pleusantville, Venango County, Penusylvenis

Owner
The fMree Methodist Church.
Date of Erection
“Between August £lst, 1847 and Jaruary 6th, 1849 when the
church was dedlcated.
Architeot
T Manley Colton Beshe,

Unknown, pogsivly Jarroed or Flavius Benedict or----ioore,

Present Condition
Food,

Numper of Stories

e —— et ks 7T L T e

One and baeemerit,

Manterials of Construction
gut sandstone, white pine, i1in, wooden shinglec,

Qther brlerdny Recorcy
Iniormation and personal recollections furnished by
Architect M. C. Beebe of Pleusantiville. Personal

interviews, drawings, photographs.

Additional Dgte
Bibliography-History of Venango County by J. H. Newton,
punlished by J. A. Caldwell, Columbus, Ohio in 1879,

History of Venango County, published by Brown, Runk
and Co,, Chiecago, Illinois, 1890,

An illustrated History of the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, oy Wil:.iam H, Egie, i.D., puolished
by DeWitt C. Goodrich and Co., Hurrisourg, Pa.,
i876. County of Venango,
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FREE MBETHODIST CHURCH
Plezsanivilie, Venango County, Pennsylvanis

Pleusantville was especlally fortunste in heving in its _
ezrlier years, Auron Beriedict, & very cepsble and progressive |
man, from whom it received its name and derived its early |
progperity. Aaron Benedlct was porn at Viest Stockbridge,

g gsachusetts, feoruary 1l7th, 1779, of Engiish perentege.
During the ver of 16l2 he was the proprietor of flouring mills
vetween the villages of Cortland snd Homer, in Cortland County,
New Yor£, and became quite wealthy. At the c¢lose of the war he
engaged in merchantile pursuits &t fevius, Onondwuga County,

New YorL, where he was a leading men in business and society.
He built & Baptist church and was otherwise prominent in
verious enlerprises designed to promote ithe puvlic welfare,

Wher the Susquehamma and Veterford Turnpike was
consirueted in LBLlE8~19 he was the contractor for & oonsideravle
part of the work. While his individusl venture wuas successful,
he sustained heevy lovses through the feilure of others with
whom he was &sgsoeciated, snd was obliged to sacrifice his property
to gatisfy obligetione thus incurred. He hed formed the
acquaintance of Harm Jan Huidekoper of Meadvilile, agent for the
Hoiland wsand Company, und gained & anowledge of Venango County
during the progress of his contract, TO & man of his enterprise
and capanilities it offered the opportunity to retrieve his
fortunes. As the agent of the Holland Land Company he &l1s¢ had
the chance to purchese a traet of 400 acres of land, which he
did in 1820, end vrought his family to Pleusentville in 1BEZL,
He immedletely organized & Buptist churoh, also a school.
The sohool house was in use as late as LB9%0 vut in a remodeled
condition,

This first school house was built in L82& and wasg for many
yesrs the pluce of worship of the Baptist society, locuted in the
eastern end of Pleasentviile~"over & mile away from the present
churche In 1844 it wasg moved to within huelf a mile of the present
edifice, 80 that the original quarters provided for the minister
was some distance away from the new church.,” (.C, Beebve.)

Phe Holland isnd Company through the influenoe of Mr. Benedilet
also guve two zcres of ground for & cemetery for Pleousantville,
Although interments wre no ilonger permitted, the inolosure is
preserved from desecration. The first burial wes that of
Alvert, son of Asron and Louiss Benedict, who died February Tth,
1824, cpged 15 yeurs, 10 months and 7 duys.
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MELE METHODIST CHURCH
Pleasantville, Venango County, Pennsyivania

Aaron Benedict wus & Zealous adherent of the Alleghany
Buptist Church and he started the orgenization of & society at
the village of Pleszsentvilie. John Ternent and wife, Mrs.

Devid Copeland, Aaron Benedigt and wife, and irs. Ira B. West
were the first mempers of the Allegheny Baptist Church. Revorend
Blaxke was the first minister, and Rev. E. M, Milee was among

his early successors. Rev. bamuel Miles served in this capacity
from 1828 to 1842, Rev, John Hicks from December 1842 to July
1848; Rev,., George Spratt from July 1849 to August 1853, Rev,
"Mileox from April 18E4 to Februery 1856 Hev, V.. B, Binghem from
April 18567 t¢ April 1860U; Rev. Joel Green from May 1860 to

April 186Z, Heverends Hasxell, Willeughty, Davis, Hurlburt,
Brested, Trowbridge and Pierce succeeded In the order of their
rames, but none of them remeined except for & very brief period.
Rev, Plerce retired Novemoer 7th, 1875, and while an organization
wog Kept up until 1890 or later, there was no regular pzstor.
Subsequently the #ree Methodist conﬁregation obtsined possesgion
of the building.

The Free Methodist Church of Plewsantville, Venango County,
Pennsylvania is & frume bullding of one story in an excellent
stete of preservution. Its chaste lines follew the classicsal
revivel period of ouilding closely 4nd the pleasing toewer adds
a gorrect note of harmony. 1t was erected between August 21lst,
147, when Asron Benedict gave & deed for the site of the new
building and January €éth, 1849, when it was dedicated. (n the
game date he guave a deed for the site of & parsoniage, back and
to the ezst of the church. The orgaenization Known ag the
Allegheny Baptist Church built the church building now occupied
and LKnowy «s the free Methodist Church. The front of this church
faces south with an exceptionally well oalanced design, The wide
centrel entronce is reached oy a flight of four steps of ¢ut stonse,
On ecuch side of this entrence is a flut pilaster 1l<' 6" in height
1' 10" in width with & plein moulding cap 8 3/8" high. Hach
corner of the chureh 18 ornamerited by plain pilasters to match
thoge of the entrunce, They wre 14' 6" 1in height, The
opeiiing of the entrance isg 12' 6" wide and 10" 3" high, and has
eight equal size panels about 8" wide.

The exterior of the church is covered with while pine
lap siding 4" to the weather. The foundation 1s of cut sandstone,
The windows of the front of the church are 1ocated one on each
side of the entrance, centered hetween the pilesters of the
entrence and the corner of the church. They are of two sash esch,
having four lights of glass each, 18Y x 24", There are ten
windows in the building altogether, four on sach side and two
mentioned in front. There are no windows in the rear. All of the

windows are of ths same size,
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FREZ METHODIST CHUKCH
Pleasantville, Venango County, Pennsylvania

»

The entrance 1s surnmounted by & plein moulding and the
entire front of the church 1s surmounted by a plain wooden frieze
above the entrance, and the corner pilasters, 'The cornice has
& crown moulding, with a return emphasizing the gable, On each
side of the double doors, in the recess 1s a vertical panel, bteing of
sbout 2/3 of the height of the doors., To the east and west
sildes of the recess in the doorway is placed & small door. =Hach
of these small doors are 3' 3" wide by 7! 6" high. 'The roof of
the church 1s covered with wooden shingles.

The belfry 1s placed near the front of the roof and rises
asbout 22' above it, It has a wooden base which is 3% high,
surnmounted by plain mouldings which iIn turn are surmounted
by the body of the belfry., kach corner of the body of the belfry
is ornamented by & plain pilaster, which has & plain moulding
to resemble a cap. The pllasters enclose the louvres, This
part of the beliry is in turn surmounted by plain mouldings,
and this is surmounted by & tin octagon roof with a ball and
plain weather-vane, and to crown all a lightening-rod or srrester
is placed on top of the weather-vene.

The pulpilt platform in the body of the church is 8' wide
by 12' long with one step on each side., Two columns 8-3/4 in
dismeter are set 12t 22" epart and 11' 4" from the front part
of the room with two half columns in line plasced against the
sides of the buildlng, evidently used as roof supports. The
inside length of the church is 49! and the width 1s 34!'-0",

The barrel ceiling is 11! 10" on the sides in height and 167-6%
in the center,

In the year 1831 &, R. Beebe came to Pleasantville, He was
e nephew of Aarocn Benedlct, and established a tamnery on 3State
Street, Pleasantville, He was allve 1In 18%«, and his great-
grandson is iMr. M. C. Beebe who contributed information in regard
to Aaron Benedlct, There sre no eospeclal historical events
connected withh thia church, but as an example of the revival of
classical bulldings in this section of Pennsylvania 1t stands
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